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Postgraduate Professional Scientific and Educational Program - PhD  

Jusup Balasagyn Kyrgyz National University (KNU) 

In the spring of 2013, an experiment was launched on creation and 

implementation of pilot PhD training programs in the Kyrgyz Republic. The 

experiment involved 6 universities of the Kyrgyz Republic, including Jusup 

Balasagyn Kyrgyz National University.  

The mission of PhD doctoral studies is training of scientific and pedagogical 

highly-qualified personnel of the new generation, development of the academic 

community of scientists and teachers as a social group, its rejuvenation, bringing it 

to international standards for the quality of training and certification of scientists 

and teachers. Also the mission is in the generating new knowledge in relevant 

areas of practical activity in order to contribute to the development of the economy 

of the Kyrgyz Republic, to promote the development of a research university, and a 

research environment. The role of the Postgraduate Professional Scientific and 

Educational Program (PPSEP) – basic doctoral studies (PhD) by special profile is 

the fulfillment of the KNU mission: “To contribute to the preservation and 

development of the scientific potential of modern society, based on classical 

academic traditions and advanced scientific achievements”, which is one of the 

most significant among a number of other programs. For its whole history KNU 

has been a unique supplier of scientific and pedagogical personnel of the highest 

qualification. At the same time, the scientific potential of KNU allows maintaining 

the academic traditions of scientific mentoring and maintains the spirit of scientific 

research in the atmosphere of its scientific center.  

The purpose of the introduction of doctoral programs (PhD) in the Kyrgyz 

Republic is a logical transition to the completion of three-level training in higher 

education, approximation to the best international standards for the training and 

certification of researchers and teachers in higher education, the creation of new 

knowledge in the relevant field of practical activity, and focus on learning 

outcomes. These programs aim to prepare a highly professional specialist with 

universal skills and professional competencies corresponding to the spirit of the 

times, train an intellectual elite capable of further training next generations of 

scientists. The goal of KNU is to create truly modern practice-oriented 

postgraduate professional scientific and educational programs. 
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To open PhD programs, universities and scientific institutions undergo a 

mandatory licensing procedure by an authorized state body, in addition, the 

program must be accredited for graduation. As part of the pilot, when creating 

temporary regulatory documents, excessive requirements were set, this was done 

consciously, in order to put the culture of quality at a high level from the very 

beginning. At present, the requirements for the quality of education have been 

brought into line with international standards of the best foreign universities with a 

solid history of implementing PhD programs. Historically, one of the integral 

components of these programs has been the academic freedom of universities. 

Western universities, along with academic freedom, bore the unconditional burden 

of academic honesty and social responsibility.  

In accordance with the Decree of the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic 

dated December 11, 2020 “On approval of acts regulating the preparation of a 

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) / Doctor in the field”, the standard period of study for 

the PhD program is 3 years, it can be changed due to a change in educational 

specialization or the implementation of interdisciplinary research, as well as in 

connection with an individual educational path. The interuniversity group for the 

preparation of the regulatory framework for PhD programs approved a standard 

curriculum, it contains 180 to 240 credits, at least 60 credits are an educational 

part, the rest is scientific research; and a pedagogical component is also provided. 

The number of credits (180 to 240) depends on the characteristics of the 

educational specialization of the program, in some programs longer experiments 

may take place, and individual paths may depend on the change of specialization. 

PhD doctoral studies in social sciences, in particular in economics and 

management, do not require additional study areas and premises, since doctoral 

students study in the evening, when the bachelor’s degree has already completely 

vacated classrooms, it is more convenient for doctoral students. In addition, full-

time doctoral semesters are held twice a year: in autumn and spring for several 

weeks, depending on the number of announced disciplines. PhD doctoral studies, 

like postgraduate studies, are held in calendar-year periods (3 calendar years). The 

rest of time doctoral student is engaged in individual research work and is in close 

contact with the scientific supervisor.  

Universities began to work on their PhD Programs as an experiment, and 

accordingly they each took different paths: someone took more academic freedom 

and, after a number of years, allowed those who completed the curriculum to 

defend a PhD dissertation and awarded them a doctorate degree from their 

university. Others, in particular the Jusup Balasagyn Kyrgyz National University, 

decided to wait for the legitimization of the program and the state diploma. 
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According to source information, up to now three or more who defended 

themselves at the International University of Kyrgyzstan were notary verified in 

the Republic of Kazakhstan. And two people from J. Balasagyn KNU, who passed 

the educational part, defended their dissertations at European universities, in fact, 

these dissertations were also prepared at our university.  

The experiment was long and difficult. The postgraduate professional 

scientific and educational program of doctoral studies (PhD) is the third cycle of 

higher education. After the transition of higher education in the Kyrgyz Republic 

to a two-level system – bachelor’s and master’s programs – the adoption of the 

third cycle was a natural step. This experiment will make it possible to use the 

experience of foreign countries in the development of scientific research in 

universities and make educational paths in Kyrgyzstan comparable to the world’s 

leading universities, to make our specialists more competitive on the global scale, 

in an increasingly complex science-intensive environment.  

The European Union is dominated by the training of higher scientific 

personnel with the award of the highest and only academic degree – Doctor of 

Philosophy (PhD), which indicates that its owner has fundamental knowledge in a 

narrow branch of science (Doctor of Philosophy in Mathematics, Doctor of 

Philosophy in Medicine, etc.). Kyrgyzstan has historically developed a two-level 

system of attestation of scientific personnel. Applicants are awarded the degree of 

Candidate of science, and then Doctor of the relevant sciences. 

The relevance of the introduction of the third cycle of education – PhD 

doctoral programs is that the applicant can receive a PhD degree up to 30-35 years, 

and then engage in research work throughout his life. And with a two-level training 

of higher scientific personnel, the applicant receives a doctoral degree at best by 

the age of 50, almost at the end of his scientific and labor activity. This repels 

young people from scientific research activities, most of them do not want to 

devote their whole lives to writing candidate and doctoral dissertations, and cannot 

do that because of the lack of financial resources. And society as a whole does not 

benefit from scientists due to significant funds invested in their education, and the 

fact that actual work for society can take place after defending a doctoral 

dissertation, i.e. in old age. Kazakhstan completed the transition to a new model of 

training scientific personnel – PhD doctoral studies in 2011. 

The establishment of a two-level structure of higher professional education 

in the Kyrgyz Republic took place on August 23, 2011, as you can see, quite a long 

time passed before PhD doctoral studies was included in the “Law on Education of 

the Kyrgyz Republic” on May 2, 2019. Thus, the Kyrgyz Republic has integrated 
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into the international educational space and fulfilled the contractual obligations of 

our state to the international community. This was preceded by a long process of 

introducing and implementing two-level higher education, an experiment with pilot 

PhD doctoral programs, and the participation of Kyrgyz universities in a number of 

international projects to reform higher education. To date, the introduction of the 

third level has become irreversible, has become a real fact.  

The group of deputies who initiated the amendments to the “Law on 

Education” were guided by the need to further develop the National Qualification 

System, a new model for training scientific personnel that ensures comparability 

and recognition of national qualifications, degrees and documents on education.  

Subsequently, the PhD was included in the National Qualifications 

Framework under No8 position. Qualification level descriptors have been defined: 

- the most advanced knowledge in the field of work or training in related 

fields; 

- the most advanced and specialized skills and methods, including synthesis 

and assessment, necessary to solve critical problems in the field of research and / 

or innovation, as well as to expand and rethink existing knowledge or professional 

practice; 

- indicator of significant authority, autonomy, innovativeness, scientific and 

professional integrity, and a sustained commitment to developing new ideas or 

processes in cutting-edge areas of work or study, including research. 

The most important thing here is not cognitive educational goals, but the key 

competencies that form the research personality. The main goal of the PhD 

program is an academic one. The unique features of the program are its location at 

the interface between education and research. And the Kyrgyz National University 

has always been a unique supplier of highly qualified personnel. Almost the entire 

Kyrgyz political, scientific and business elite was educated at the Kyrgyz National 

University.  

The old system of training scientific personnel is characterized by the 

absence of not only academic freedom, but also academic honesty (the Dissernet 

scandal is well known). Permanent councils are characterized by corruption risks, 

in contrast to one-time councils for the defense of PhD dissertations. In addition, 

the difference between PhD training and classical doctoral studies lies in the fact 

that PhD research is much more applied. Classical doctoral students allocate a 
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significant part of their dissertation research to the attempt of fundamental 

research, the key word here is “attempt”.  

A poor country cannot afford fundamental research, especially today, in the 

knowledge-intensive high-tech environment of the rest of the world. Our task 

today is to adequately perceive the new fundamental knowledge generated in 

highly developed countries and to make real science at the applied level, at the 

level of meeting our national interests and priorities. The most talented researchers 

inclined towards fundamental science, can defend themselves and work in the 

West. In this regard, it is vital for the system of scientific publications to break out 

to the international level.  

On the other hand, we have preserved and operate such a scientific and 

pedagogical potential that will make it possible to generate exports of educational 

services. There were already foreign students in the pilot programs. And now there 

are citizens of China and other countries who want to study with us, they want 

comprehensive and convertible degrees.  

The urgent need to move away from excessive regulation leads to the 

creation of new scientific and educational programs, such as PhD. And even now, 

when new scientific and educational programs are being introduced in Kyrgyzstan, 

government agencies are trying to introduce excessive standardization into the 

regulatory framework and prescribe narrowly procedural aspects in regulatory 

documents that should be regulated at the operational level of universities running 

these programs.  

On December 11, 2020, the government approved the “Regulations on the 

organization of postgraduate professional education (basic doctoral studies (PhD / 

by profile) and the award of the qualification of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD / 

Doctor by profile)”, as well as the “Minimum requirements for accredited 

educational training programs Doctor of Philosophy (PhD / Doctor of profile)”. 

Now nothing prevents the effective implementation of these programs, everything 

depends on the universities themselves.  

In order to develop and implement academic PhD programs, which are the 

third cycle in universities – a postgraduate professional scientific and educational 

program, as well as for the preparation of scientific and pedagogical personnel of 

the highest qualification, the J. Balasagyn KNU conducts training on the basis of a 

license from the Ministry of Education and Science of the Kyrgyz Republic 

(registration number G2021-0007 dated July 28, 2021) in 11 educational programs: 
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• 530400 History 

• 530500 Jurisprudence 

• 550700 Pedagogy 

• 531100 Linguistics 

• 530100 Philosophy 

• 510100 Mathematics 

• 530600 Journalism 

• 580100 Economics 

• 580200 Management 

• 580700 Business management 

• Experimental: Economics and Management 

In these areas, a successful recruitment was made in 2021. We enrolled 10 

doctoral students from Kyrgyzstan, and 53 foreign doctoral students for the 1st 

course. 

 


